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TRANSMETTING THE/LOG OF MR. FRANK BESSAG'S J0
FROM TIHWA, SINKTANG :

ave the honor to englose a?nopyﬁﬁf,thaglog e
: onsul Mackiernan and Mr, Frank Bessae dufing thei
- from Tihwa to Tnasa, September 27, 1949 to June 11, 1950

This docupent 1s classified Top Secréet becanse tﬁer re’
impo??hnt‘?easons why the route foellowed shoudd not be dig 135

The first part of this loz iz a record kept by Vice Gonsul f
Macklernan each day that the party was on the road. After Mr, -}
Macklernan's death on April 29, the record was kept by Mri Bessa
wno made entries at irregular intervals whenever he was able,
The enclosed 15 a verbatim copy of the log with very 1littile
editing or correction,

The party was eguipped with various AAT maps of the area, af
compass and an aneroid barometer. Xost of the entries In.the 1
are confined fo a daseription of the aolrse followed by the par

and Lo comments on the topography, wild lirfe, grazing and water
places alcng the way,
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A : 18 JOUR FROM TIHWA
LOG OF MR. BESSAC'S JO lggg

Left Urumchi on September 27/and srrived in Barkul about
two weels later in company of Ozman Bator'g Kazak ITprdes.
Mr. MackFernan's Notes. ;
Cetober Eg — Camp 72
' Left camp on S.W. shore Lake Barkul at 1500 October
29, . “Marched 3 hours - camped on (#1) plain at foot of
. Barkul Tagh., Left early morning ‘and marehed 5 hours due south.
' Crossed range 9200 feet and campedsat B1D0.feet during day.
" Talilham came to say good bye, ‘Our- party now 9 men. ‘Expect
to eross Hami-Turfan rvoad tonight or -fomorrow,. Marching at
night to aveid being seen. - 23 ik ik

Oetober 31 - Camp #3

(Greenwicd Time -- 1700 Local Time)
Left #2 at 1100Z-/marched south down very rocky gorge.
Passed 1 aul and 2 zaimkas, Plenty water and food for horses.
Avrived at foot of valley at 1500Z Camp #3 - altitude 5600
feet. Hami-Turfan road about 25 km distant. Water and grass
available. Hulned zalmka near by. Weather much warmer,

Octoper 31 = #%

Left camp #3 at 0600Z - marched due south 4 1/2 hours,
‘arriving at point about 6 km north of Hami-Turfan recad - small
well., Large lone poplar distant 3 lm, bearing 5.7° mag. is
conspicuous landmark. Turkl-name thls place is "Chidyeh"
(means "berry"). Alt, 3900,

Cctober 31-November 1 - Camﬁ_ﬁj

Left camp #+ at 1400Z - route SSE until across Hamil-
Turfsn road (about & lm) then 8 “for about 8 km and SE for
3 more hours (total time 5 hrs) till 19002 (2 a.m. L.T.) when
we camped Tor night in dry desert. (stony)

November 1 Camp #6

Left #5 at 00302 and traveled due south about 10 km
{1 1/2 hours) to rim wheraydesert drops about 500 feet.
Buins of old wateh tower in rim. Camped in draw facing
south - small spring and pood forsge. Altitude 2200 feet,
Took P1 facing SE from beside old wateh tower mentioned.
P2 (of camp) NW from a 1ittle below same spot. Camp appears
to be due south of main portion Barkul Tagh. Kara Doba
visible to SE (E%5°5) from watchtower.

November 1-2 Camp #7

Left #6 at 0900Z - travelled SE for about 15 lm - passed
through Kara Doba at night (about 12:30Z) and continved SW

W SECRET 7
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‘£ until 1330Z, then due south until 1800 wheén we reached tamarisk . :
" jungle on North bank Xuruk Gol. On way followed a cart road

most of time until just before reaching Kuruk Gol - (road not .
““on map). Spent night. A

November 2 - Camp #8

Left #7 at 7:30 a,m, (L.T.} and travelled E sbout 10 Jm
to Kuruk Gol, River about 2 meters wide 40 cm deep - flow at -
0500% November 2, 85 m/2. Alt. 800 feet. TFed and watered

~horses - left about 2 p.m. local. Traveled .east until apout
3:30'p.$§-L.T., when camped for night on N. bank Euruk @Gol,
- Camp 4

November 3 - Camp #10

Left #9 at £:30 a.m. local - travelled 850°E until 3
p.m, local, crossing stony and sandy désert. At 3 p.m. turned
Fast, travelling until about 5:30 - then NE t111 dried up
river bed to Camp #10 - no water.

Hovember 4 - Camp #11

Left #10 at 7:00 a.m. L.T. travelling Bast or S80°E until
2 p.m. when crossed horse tracks leading SE. Followed these
tracks 5 and SE until lost in darkness about 9 p.m, Just
hefore lesing tracks saw remains of old wagon road leading
same way as tracks. Camped for night where tracks petered
out - no water.

Nowvember 5 — Camp #12

Left #11 at 7119 a.m. - picked up trail which led generally
south and S8E. TFollowed this trail towards low mountaln range
SSE., At 1 p.m., arrived at well - water slightly brackish.

Name of well in Kazak is "Kiegan Kuduk" - meaning "wooden
well" 1, e, well with wood sides, Watered horses which wers
about all in - spent night - Alt. 3500!'., This well is not on
map {AAF 331) but 1g about 6 miles north of Hung-mu-.h'uan-Tzu
well, This latter is marked by dead stump and trunk of cedar
on top of small hill. Efo wells « water brackish,

Novenber 6=7 Camp #13

Left #12 at 11:15 L.T. - paszsed Hung-mu-Ch'nan-Tzu. 25
miles S passed Shu-ku-tzu, wlde valley with small tamarilsh
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mounds, No well. 16 miles further came to Tish-Shul. Good
water and plenty of graze for horses. Spent Nov. 7 here,
resting and feeding horses. Alt. 4007, Many gazells sesn -
.also tracks of wild camels. Saw one welf, About 5 km west
is mother water hole -~ found by following animal tracks.

November 8 - Camp #1h

Left #13 at 7:00 a,m. L.T., taking trail south, - Passed:
through gravel flats and small hills., At 12:00 noon reached
Ma-Lien-Chuan - gocd water (best so far) and seme graze for
horses, HRuined Sarail and plll box on hill. Left #1% at 6
p.m. LT,

November 8-9 - Camp #13

After leaving #1b traveled south and southeast until
9:00 p.m. (1400Z) when we lost trail - so spent night in
valley - no water or food for horses, -

November @ - Camp #16

Left #15 at 7:%0 a.m. - traveled South and then Southwest,
reaching a well about 7 lm west of Min-Shu at 10:00 a,.m,
Water not too good. Not much food for horses. Rode over to
Min-Shu. Flenty of graze and good water. Wateh tower on
hill and ruins of Serai - saw one big horn sheep - jemak,
Alt. of #16 - 5500°',

November 10 - Cawup #17

Left #16 at 6:30 am L.T. Rode South across low mountain
range. Crossed Su-Iu-Ho (no water in river) and camped on South
bank for night near pond of good water. Plenty of food for
horses,

November 11 - Camp #18

Left #17 at 7:00 a.m. and rode due south until 3:00 p.m.
45 km - to point on North bank of Nan-Hu about 15 km due north
of village of Nan-Hu. Good water in river and plenty food for
horses. Alt. 3800¢, »

November 12 - Camp #19

Left #18 at 7:00 L,T. rode 8,9. over large sand dunes and
hills covered with sand. Rode 10 hours to Somotu, a river
valley. Good water and food for horses. Twe or %hree zaimkas
and 4 or 5 Chinese living there. Bought flour and potatoes.

‘Ela SECEET
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Hovember 13 - Camp #20

; Teft Somoto at 8 a.m. - rode up river valley for B hours
{SW) to Khulyastay - a camp ground with excellent water and
food for horses. Alt, 7750'. No one living there -~ many
kekelik, - E

November 1+ - Camp #21 ; N

Teft #20 at 8:05 &. m, L.T. - rode Southwest until %300
p.m. L.T. to Yam-Bulak. People very hespitabls, HNice and warm
and first shelter since start of trip. Alt, 9850', Spent
night and ate like plgs - mutten, tea, etec,, etc. People
appear rich and have plenty of 11vestock - especially camels.

November 15 - Cam 22

Left #21 at 9:30. Rode to next awl - 3 lm - where we
stopped for the day and night, People here will supply us
with horses and camels for Gas-Kul trip. Four Tungan traders
from Tung Huang here. They buy opium from the EKazaks - who
grow the poppies, 1 oz. gold equal 6 oz. opium. ( 1 oz. egquals
35 grams) according to traders, Kazaks do not use oplum
themselves. Will spend night here - more mutton and lets of
tea - very good. Alt. 9900'.

Hovember 16 -~ Camp #22

) Stayed over at sams awl., Svent day getting camels - tent -
which we bought from Tungan trader. Also cookstove and kettle
end eloth for trading. Ended up with 8 camels (5 ours, 2

lean, 1 for Eazaks who are with us) and 5 horses, More meat
tonight., I have had bad case of G.I.'s = will take sulfa
tomorrow.

Hovember 17 Camp #23

Left #22 at 11:00 a.m. - rode teo where awl was supposad to
he (6 hours) but no awl! Spent night where they had been, Cold
but o.k. in tent. Alt,.gbout 10,000!

Wovembar 18 - Camp #2L

Left #23 at 9100 a.m. Rode until 3 p.m. to awl of Kabaim
Bastik. Everything fixed up for us, Yurt and best Bursak so
far. Also big horn sheep meat - fried - very good. Alt.
9600'. Will probably stay here 4 or 5 days - getting ready
for trip to Gas Kil. Heed mittens, more camels - and make up
bursak and cocked meat. Yurt at this instant is full of young
Kagalks — most of whom have never seen foreigners before., They
are interested in oy writing -
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S



- =~ |

DECLASSIF

: Autlmrilwy (/) f‘

= 5 By(&-.\':ub\ Date”

A

"if!}.l—li]'ll'-f'.m SECRET IR
e S ) z -5—

Hovember 23 - Camp #25

Left #4% at 10:20 a.m. L.T. on November 23, with 12
@mels, 2 horses, end 2 mules and 10 men in all. Marched
west up valley till noon, when stopped for ice - last water.
vWent on up to head of pass which we reached about 5:30 p.m.
Made camp - grass but no water. Alt. 10,600',

November 2& C 26

Left #25% at 7:30 a.m. L,T., went over pass, then west down
valley, over another pass. Hit Tunghuang - Chauklik road
(truck road) at 453 km, Followed this road, which is in good
condition, to km 498, where we made camp in dry river bed.
Cold as hell - no'wa{er, no grass, no fuel, We picked fuel
about 10 a.m. a5 we crossed second pass.

November 25 - Camp #27

Left #26 at 6:30 a.m, L.T., followed road till about lon
501 - then took well defined trail which led to SW of moun-
tain - road continuing north of mountain. Followed this
irail over series of passes - generally heading WSW., Country
absolutely barren., Manly skeletons of men, horses, and camels.
About 1:00 p.m. crossed last pass and emerged on wide plain or
basin which stretched away to south and southwest, with con-
spicuous snow-covered range visible above rim of basin to SW.
After marching West across this plain, following trail, until
8:30 p.m. (14 hours total) we came to Donbas Tau springs, good
graze, little fuel, Alt, 9500'. Will stay here until about
midnight of 26th - resting camels and getting ice and fuel for
next stretch.

Novemher 27 - Camp #28

Left #27 at 3:00 a.m. L.T., on 27th. Marched along old
“motor road, generally west., Crossed high pass about 8:00 a,.m,
alt, about 12,000'. Very cold at night but warmed up after
sunrise. At top of pass Gas Kul lake visible to 8W. Proceedec
down old river valley, still following road (which badly
washed out) and finaliy came out on steppe of Gas Kul basin.,
At 3:00 p.m. reached spring (Yulgundam) where we camped for
night. Alt. about 9200,
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November 28 - Camp #29

Left #28 about 830 a.m, L.T., - travelled towards west
end of lake across salt flats. Many Kulam seen and hundreds
of tracks. About 2 p,m. reached end of lake. Local Kagzak
informed us Kussaim Tadjl was camped at Timerlik Bulak
towards which we proceeded, Camped at dark near spring.
Weather very warm.

November 29 - Camp #30

Up at 8:30 and reached Timerlik Bulak at about 10:00
a.m, Royal welcome by Kussalm Tadji who had yurt all ready
for us, This outfit is most wealthy so far - Kussaim has
largest yurt I have ever seen. Will stay here until we find out
about getting to India., May have to winter here. -

Stayed at Timerlik Bula?_from November 29 until March 20,
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1 - March 20, 1950 1500 L.T. - 0900Z

Left Timerlik Bulak at 10:30 L.T. and proceeded South
10% E to Chimen Tau. Went up valley whose entrance bloecked
By sand dunes. Near head of valley reached water - Kum Su -
alt, 12,000'. (no correction). Arrived at 18D L,T. Not very
coid. Rice. camp with water and plenty.of brush. ;

2 March 21

Lart #L at 09:30 L.T. and rodp four hours (13: 55 L. T )
to Efizil Chap. Water and feed for camels, Alt, 12 400'
Eizil Chap named for red sandstone c¢liff on south bank gf river.
Water in river slightly salty. Weather fine and not too cold.

#3 - March 22

Left #2 at 08:20 L.T. Marched W and SW and crossed range’
between Kizil Chap and At Atkan River., Altitude of pass
14,000'., Descended to At Atkan River and made camp at 1b4:00
L.T* Vcry wvimMy but not too cold, Altitude of camp 12, 500'
Gocd watery pgraze and feed, Tuz Bulak visible to SW,

#4 - Marck 23

Stayed at #3 until 12:50 L,T. in order to give camels
chance to eat. Then marched south to entrance to Amban
Ashkan pass. Camped at 17:10 at elevation 13,700'. No water
or fuel here - we brought both from #3. Light snew falling after
dark. 8Saw two herds of "Jorgah" - some sort of upland gazelle
with long straight horns. Saw many big horn sheep skulls but
not very large horns. No apparent effects from elevation,
Tomorrow we will c¢ross pass and reach lake Ayaghlom.

#5 — March 24

Left #4 at 08:20 L.T. and proceeded up valley and over
Amban Ashkan pass, elevation 15,450'., Wind and fine snow at
summit. Thence down valley to black plain in which Lake
Ayagh Hun lles. Tog prevented seelng lake. Stopped for night
(14200 L.T,) at first rivir (very small - 15 feet wide),
Flevation 13 300!, Cold wind from NW but no snow., Fcod for
camels and firewaod {bush) available. Will ecross to other sik
of valley tomorrow and stay for day or so. Saw two Julan
and many yal signs.

#6 - March 29
Left #5 at 10:15 L.T. marched SE, then 8, then SW to point

on west bank Petelik river. Amban Ashkan bears N 13° W,
Elevation of camp 13,600', Arrived at 17:00, Many kulan

ﬁ SECRET
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" " and jJorga, especially along bluff on east of river. View

of Terme fass mountains to south. AAF chart 333 apparently

has location of Ming Bulap (which i1s an area about 10 sg. lm,)
and Samsa Bulag interchanged. Terme Tass means in Uigher
"Stone Gate" which refers to entrance to pass. Petellk means
in Kazak "Lousy" which refers to game - the area is '"lousy"
with it., Petelik riwver is about one mile wide - braided -. s
with not much water In it now. Tn summer It is about one km
wlde and two to three feet deep, Good grame for camels and
good firewocd avallable, but food for horses scarce,

£6 - March 26

Spent day at #6, feeding camels and gatharing firewood - -
this belng best place for sometime where wood is available (or
rather brush), Roots are thick and make gotd fuel., TFush is
called in EKszak "Kara Barik" and in Uigher "EKuruk",

#7 -~ March 2

Left #6 at 08:40 and rode up Petelik river till 1%:15.
Camped on west hank where a number of springs from Hing
Bulag enter river, Elevation 13,900'. Weather cloudy and snow
squalls freguent. FKazaks returned teday after taking us this
far. Tomorrow we reach foot of Terme Tass pass over Su-
Petelin Tau. Pass entrance bears S75°E. Water here but very
little feed for camels or horses., Fuel scarce. Weather on
trip so far pretty poor - every day but first two have been
cloudy most of time - snow sgualls common., Today coldest
day so far.

#8 - March 28

Left #7 at 10:05 L.T. marched S8 75° E across plain until
81:00, when camped for night on river bed, (river flowing out
of Terme Tass pass entrance, although at time we didn't know
it), HNW winds and snow squalls all day - marched entirely
bv compass. After camping weather c¢leared and vioclent, cold
wind blew all night down river valley. Water here but no feed
or fuel,

#9 - March 29

iy

Left #8 at 10:00, marched west until 1%:00, towards what
appeared to be pass cntrance Crossed end of wide valley
running about SE-NW, conspiecuous rocky peak at head of wvalley.
On arriving at wester end of valley obvious that pass entrance
net there. BSince feed for cazmels (very little) was available,
decided tostay here one day and scout for pass. TFuel (dung)
available, water at spring zbout 3 lm south.

#9 = March 30

Spent part of day at #9. I scouted up valley to foot of
rock peak; no pass. BSaw one Yak, and got slight case snow

&y SECRET
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blindness in right eye, Vasili went back to river (#3)
entrance and found signs of route (itracks, fire places) and
grave of Kazak., Left #9 at 17:00 and arrived at #10 at
21100, ]

#10 - March 30

Spent night at pass entrance, water, scme dung for fuel,
no feed, Weather since March 29 has been falr during day,
with strong W to W winds; some clouds forming towards evening
when wind dies.

#11 - March 31

Left #10 at 09:00, marched due south up river valley and
at 12:00 arrived at summit of pass, Elevation 15,800'. Stone
marker at top. At summit instead of view to south we.saw only
wlde snow-filled plain, a few hundred feet below, with mountains
on all sides, Large rock peak (estimated height 17,000') which
was visible from #9, was conspiecuous to right. Acting en
principle that rivers ementually get out of mountains, we
followed largest first south, then SE, and finally stopped when
river ended In lake, elevation 15,400'. Spent night here,
Water, fuel (dung) and very little feed,

#12 - April 1

Left #11 at 08:00, Retraced route to where river started,
then headed SW across gnother valley., At far SW end river
flows into this valley from SW. Went up river valley to point
where river makes aboul turn to NW. Here turnsd south up
small stream and crossed over pass - elevation 16,300',

Marker at top (pile of stones) and stene slab set up en hill-
slde to right of route. After crossing pass went due scuth
down 1little wvalley and camped for night to right of valley
(W) entrance. FElevation 16,000'. From top of pass the Kara
Tau hills wvisible to south, with pass over them bearing due
south., Fuel (dung) and falr feed bul no water except sznow.

#3 - April 2

Left #12 at 11:05 andymarched due south until 1%5:25, when
we arrived al small hill (about 40 feet high) on north hank of
river flowing W to E-(no water now). Stone pile on hill
top, also signs of other travellers long ago. Volcanic cone
(on Kara Tau) to SW and much red and black scoria in riverbed,
Dung fuel, fair feed, but no water except snow. Day fair,
strong WNW winds 211 day, stopping at night. Will spend
tomorrow here feeding camels.

m SECRET
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#13 - April 3

Spent day at #13, made radioc contact, Tomorrow ¥ill
leave for foot of pass over Kara Tau. Weather fair and windy.

#b - April L

Left #13 at 11:00 L,T. marched four hours due south to
foot of pass over Kara Tau. Camped in river bed (dry). Snow
squall as we arrived. No fuel, water (except snmow) or feed.

#19 - ril

Left #1% at 09:00 L.T. - up river and over Kara Tau

(elevation 16,500') then down river valley which turned to

SE and entered lake, We left ¥alley and proceeded due south
to grassy plain intersected by various small, dry river beds.
Camped for the night. Fair feed for camels, no water except
snov, fuel scarce. Ueather fair, strong wind all day, night
calm. Elevation 16,200°F, Shot Yak near dry lake ahout four
miles WSW of camp, -

#16 - april 6

Left #19 at 10:00 L.T., followed old trall generally 8
or S58W, arriving at east end of Sabun Kul lake at 14:30 L.T.
Lake frozen, water very alkaline. Made camp on NE shore.
Elevation 15,3007, Weather falr, windy with strong W winds
during day. Feed fair, dung fuel very plentiful, water (from
melted snow in river beds) available but takes looking Br.
Will spend tomorrow here feeding camels, Saw two Yaks.

#16 - April 7

Spent day feeding camels at 16,
#7 ~ April 8

e

Left #16 at 09:00 L.T. followed old trail up pass at SE
corner of Sabun Kol. After crossing pass trail (occasionally
marked by stone pile) laeg generally SW, across many dry
water courses and over small hills runn{ng Fast and West.

fter crossing last hill saw Ungurlik Tau to south with big

snow-covered peak te SW and curious dome-shaped peak to 8.
In foreground the Kizil Uzun (Red river) runs {dry) from SE
to NW. Crossed this river and camped for night abeut 5 km
SW of river among grass-covered little hillocks. No water,
falr feed for camels and dung fuel. Elevation 16,300'.

885 SEcRET
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#18 - April 9

Left #17 at 0855, marched SW across another river (dry),
then & along west bank, then 8E (recrossing river) and gradually
upward through small hills towards dome-shaped peak, Recrossed
Kizll Uzun and at 1800 camped next to peak (volcanie one).
Elevation 17,100'. Dung fuel, snow for water, no feed,

19 - April 10 ; T RS B
Left #18 at 0900, LP, crossed small .ridge betweeén coke:and
ellff to W (elev. 17,300') and descended into valleg, (E to:iW)
in which are many small red hills, grass covered red dunes, *
kke to SE. At scuth side valley closed by range low hills and
sand dunes. Peaks of Boka Dawan Tau (Kum Sun) visible to SSW.
Camped at 1300 in hollow due south of come, Water (salty),
fuel and fair grass, T

#20 - April 11

Left #19 at 0900 L.T., marching SW to get around sand dures,
then $Gp river valley in hills south of main valley, then down
another valley until 1700, when arrived at water flowing W
to E between two lakes, with Buka Dawan visible across wide
valley to 8. Elevation 16,200'. Good water, excellent Grass
and plenty of dung. Will s%ay here two days %eeding camels,

#230 - ppril 12 and 113

Stayed in camp feeding camels, alsc tried to pick out
valley leading to pass.

#21 ~ April 1k,

Left #20 at 0900, marched SE across valley and then up
river valley, generally south. Crossed pass at top (17,300'
then down sbout 200 feet to valley. Hills all around. :
Camped for night - ice for water but no fuel or foecd,

#22 - April 19

_ Left #21 at 0845, marthed SW down river valley, then

finally S over hills(17,700') to another valley. Small hills

in center of valley - many Yaks grazing and good grass, also

duntg fuel plentiful - snow for water, ©Shot some Yaks for

hide, ete. Camped at small hills where Yeks grazed., (E1 17,100'),

#0973 - pApril 16

Left #22 at 0700, marched SSW to end of valley and then
down river valley (Bizan Kskar - lost calf) generally SW,

@ SECRET
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untll river emptied into lake; turned SE about 2 miles from
lake and proceeded until 1800, when arrived at area of very
good grass., Snow for water and dung fusl available, Eleva-
tion 16,600°, :

#ol _ April 17

. Left #23 at 0830, marched SE to go around large hill to
south, then due S all day across one range ofrspaii hills.
after another. Finally 1800 ¢rossed serles/and ar:ivsdjgear
N bank of large lake running E and W (salt). Camped for night
in valley leading to lake. Water (slightly salt) 1n valley,
some grass, dung and brush for fuel, Oneg of our best camels
stampedéd. during night.

#25 - April 18

Spent most of morning looking for camel, which we did not
find. Finally left #2L at about 1100. Went arcund W end of
lake, then SW, and finally S toward what looked like lowest
part of range of small hills running E and W. Arrived at base
of hills about 1830. Good water from spring, plenty of dung
fuel, but no grass.

#26 - April 19

Left #25 at 1000, marched S up river valley, making detour
slightly to W to avold salt spring basini finally over top of
hills & across valley to entrance to another valley, arriving
there about 1330. Camped (since needed make radio contact)
just inside valley. ©Some grass and dung, snow for water. Will
continue up valley tomorrow,

#27 - april 20

Left #26 at 0900, proceeded up valley to S, After march-
ing al1 day until 1800 reached SE bank of salt lake ringed
with hills €o 3, W, and NW. Camped near base of small hill
tc keep out of violent W wind, Water from snow, some grass
and dung.

#8 - Avril 21

Left #27 at 0830. Marched south over many small hills -
about I800 erossed last hill and descended SW via river valley
te large =salt lake, Went around this lake Lo E and camped on
E banlk. No water, no fuel, some grass.

#29 - April 22

Left #28 at 0930 - marched SE up wide valley. At foot of
valley went 8 up river to W of red peak, finally crossing pass
(17,800") about 1630, Camped in dry river hed at 17,300', Snow,
no fuel, no grass.
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Left #29 at 0800, marched SW towards low spot in hills
to south. After crossing several small hills arrived at
river valley leading 5. Marched down this and camped at 1400
since radio contact neceded. BSome grass, dung plentjful
water, Many signs of Kazak camps.

#31 - Aprid 24 .

Left #30 at 0900. Marched 8W to west end of hill bloeking
view to 5 fromdver valley. At west end found wide wvalley
lead up and due 8. Went up thils valley te head, then over
several small hills and finally reached head of pass (17,300').
Followed rilver down S side of hills - very steep and rocky -
(granite). Many Tibetan sheep folds (made of stone), main
skpres, ete. From signs believe people left about one month
age. About 2 miles down valley camped beside good spring.
Tibetan sheep fold and enormous guantities Yak dung, but no
grass, BElevation 16,6C0'.

#32 - April 25

-

Left #31 at 0900, Marched about 2 miles S down valley to
where grass excellent, OStopped to feed camels. Brook from
spring at Camp 31 runs by here, Plenty of fuel, Best camp
since Ming Bulak., Large salt lake to S and S8W about 7 miles
distant, Wind light today and weather mild.

Mr, Bessac's notes foregoing by ViceConsul Macklern

The following is as far as the road log was kep¥. The
following (although kept up to date,is historical) will be
given in chronologiecal order. Not having Mac's notes on
altitude, direction and time, altitude will be mostly left out
and time and direectlon approzximated.

#33 - April 26

Left #32 at 0700 and marched SW down stream bed and then
S across end of lake and then SE up valley over small ridge
and 2nd ridge. Afterdsscending ridge into stream bed made
camp at 1730, One camel could barely meke it down eand it was
declded to abandon it on morning. Dung fuel, ice in steam
Bed for water and moderate graze,
a‘# SECRET
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#34 - April 27
Left camp #33 at 0730 and marched 5 hours SE toward W

slde red cene-shaped peak and over pass (17,8007!') and then
S down stream bed (water) to EW valley with lake-4k x 4k in West

. Hend Valley. Upon reaching valley marched 3k. W to camp on

Py

- ¢corner lake, Very high snow-covered peaks to E of red

Q:”cqnei “Also snow-covered pesks te W of lake. Dung fuel,
. water about 1.5 ¥m west of camp. Good graze,

#35 ~ April 28

Left #3% at 0800 and marched SE and SW 5 hrs arcund end
of lake and over hills, Then SW up valley to head 3 hr and
then 1 hr SE down valley to spring. Should have gone 8 over
hills rather than SW up valley. At spring old Tibetan guarters.
Water good. Plenty of dung fuel but no graze for camels and
but 1little for horses. However, there was very good graze in
valley we had just left. (The correct way to travel in this
area 1s to carry cooking and drinking water and fuel with you
and pitch camp upon reaching good graze or dark,) Since camp
#24 we have run into the strange phenomenon of whenever there
1s water there is no graze for the camels although or perhaps
because the water holes are Tibetan camp grounds. Camels
are naturally a browsing,not grazing, animal, Thus they can't
graze as close as either Yak or sheep and if Yak and/or sheep
have grazed an area beforehand, the camels go hungry, This is
especlally true since graze near springs is moss rather than
grass,

#36 - April 28

Left #35 at 0700 and traveled SE down stream to wide
SBE to WHNW and then W to 8 valley then left stream afnd traveled
S pver slope of long hills, Valley enclosed by hills 3ll
but to exact S, Camped at 1630 at stream FW end of valley.
Far to scuth eclouds of salt can be seen arising in the strong |
wind from large lake or lake bsd rumning W, To our SE is
another small salt lake. Grass and water good. Dung fuel.
(Dung fuel all way to Shem Taa Dzong).

#37 - April 29

Mac's birthday, Left #36 at 0800. Traveled straight
South down valley to west of small lake, crossed stream which
muast run inte small lake, Another stream to W which comes from
WW to W of ridge bordering stream at which we camped, Stream
runs S upon entering Valley. At 1100 Tibetan tents upon hill-
side to S5SE seen through glasses., Mac!® and I (armed) proceeded
ahead of main party which was to follow slowly. After about
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one hour Tibetans saw us., Mac Proceeded about 1/4 mile ahead
of me waving white flag. Tibetans sent delegate (girl) to
meet Mac. They grinned at each other and tried to speak to
each other. Then girl left with us following slowly behind.
Girl imet:.” a man at the top of the hill and talked for a
few minutes., Man unlibered gun and both disappeared over hill,
We followed slowly. Upon reaching top of hill Tibetans were
seen reinforelng a small famlly fortification with rocks and
with guns ready for use. T went 1/2 way to_ them waving white
flag until Mac stopped me and told me to gome back, His. idea
was to strike camp, make a fire and act &s peadefully as . .
possible hoping thms to convinee Tibetans' that we could not
be Kazsks because Kazaks wouldn't act 1n Zuch & fashion snd
that In any case we were friendly and not after sheep or
property. At about this time the rest of party appeared and
we pitched camp at E bank of above-mentioned ‘stream. Immedlately
after pitching camp six men on horseback were seen approagh-
ing us frem W or WW. In this general direction was & Tibetan -
tent and two men with a flock of sheep. It was decided that
"I, unarmed and with a small gift of raisins, tobacco and cloth,
waving white cloth would go to two men and %ry and make
friends, Mac then changed his mind and told me to go see
people in rock fortification. (Two of which were now on top
of slight hill between fort and camp watching our activity).
Upon my approach the two men made . for thelr fort with
Bessac and flag close behind, I made certain that they under-
stood fhat I was not armed and stopped azbout 50 yards from
fort. Tibetans waved me on but kept guns pointed at what
seemed to me to be the middle of my abdomen. Upon arriving at
fort I saw vhat appeared to be a blological family of about 7
people ineluding women and children. They had three old but
fancy muzzle-loaders. I made my presentation,convinced them
I was an American,and a friend, and started to return to camp.
They also left thelr fort and started on their way to their
tent, Just before reaching top of rise, beforg tent could be
seen, shots were heard to my immediate front, T assumed that
the six men had fired on tent, I returned to Tibetans toc try
and persuade one of them to go with me to area of confliet and
establish peace, However none would go. They all returned
to thelr fort. I thersefore proceeded alone to area of tent
from where frequent shots &ere heard. Waving my white flag T
reached top of rise and was ahout to approach Tibetans firing
on tent who were behind a slight embankment about 75 wards
from tent and 100 yards from me in attempt to stop this non-
sense, Just then Tibetans rose from behind embankment and
beckoned to someone to come to them (not me)., TFour men
with hands above head left the tent (one slightly behind the
rest) and approached the Tibetans who also approached our men,
Just before the two groups met two shots, Mac's shout, "Don't
shoot," and another shot were heard. Three men fell to -the
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ground.. The fourth was running to the tent. A fusiliag® of

+ ~shots was heard and when about 1/2 of the way to thé tent the
left .leg of the person running doubled under him,but he
managed to meke it to the tent, A great deal of talk was.

heard and the six men retired behind the embankment

.”{mained tandnng during this time wi '

ts we
Tibetans I quiekly dropped my hea
certain amount of time (3 -~ 30 minui T ag ' .
head. No one shot at it, From the prone position I began to
wave the flag. I zlso for the fier time noticed that my
right hand was Dbleeding profusely. & thought that it had been
eut by a Tock although thought itystrange that splinters of
wood were lying flat aeross the wound - not stuck in it. The
flag pole was alsec splintered and torn where my hand had been,
How strange I thought. The Tibetans were now standing and *
waved me forward, I approached slowly with both arms and
stretched, It was impossible To not make half glances to the
side - were those three grotesque shapes in the right men or
sacks? Before this question had been setfled I was In front
of the six men who had Tormed a semi—circle with rifles on the
ground in front of them. They appeared to be wearing a uni- -
form of some sort. I was told to "EKe-tmu¥, This made me e
angry and I told them I was an American-in Chinese, Mongolian
and English The leader made as if to grab hls gun. Unable
to "Ke-t'eu" I looked beseechingly, I guess, at the other
soldiers, A sympathetic face met mine and he frantically
pointed to the ground, I fell to my knees and stayed there,
{That seemed{at that time a natural inelination) sufficient.
My hands were bound behind and T was made to walk in front of
the soldlers to the tent. Vasili fell to his knees and =
"lgn yehed" the conguerers. I discovered that I was humming
the song "Who', I went to the three objects on the ground.
They were men all right - very dead. Mac was lying on his
back with his legs crossed. He loocked not uncomfortable and
was gmillng, perhaps slightlag;ronically I had a very strong
smotion of envy whieh lasted until one of the Tibetans whille L
going through Mac's pockets came across some barsak,(fiied biscuit). He
offered me a piece but I refused. He laughed, put the barsak
to Mac's teeth and then in his own mouth. Mac s lower Jjaw
relaxed and his mouth fell wide open., I felt a 1little sick in
the stomech =nd walked away. The Tibetans realized by now that
they had made a mistake and although same seemed sorry abount
the incident the leader and to some extent all were flushed R
with victory. They were alsc more or less very interested in
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looting. My hands were unbound and somehow the Tlbetans and

I managed to strike camp and load the camels. 0One of the
camels had been killed. Immediately after the camels were
loaded my glasses were taken from me alter my protest and at
the polnt of a pun, Tor that reason the log from #35 ¥o Shen
Tsa Dzong will be brief. Bessac without glasses is just about
blind, After a march of an hour or so much interrupted by .
baliting camels between whom and the Tibetans a mutual .fear
existed,and falling loads we reached a Tibetan camp to SW of
ineldent seross stream and at “base of hills, . There was a spring
at the camp which was pitehed in gully. After unloading the
camels and settling them for night we were invited into the
leader's tent, I helped Vasili dowr hill and to the %Sent and
dressed his wound there. In the tent we met other people and
were convinced by now those who had fought us were soldiers
connected in at least a slight manner with the Tibetan Govern-
mant. This was espscially brought home when we were told that
we were only 20 Yak days from Lhasa. Up to then we had
imagined that we were about 40 days from Lhasa and well north
of the 33rd parallel where according to stateside cable there
was neither law nor God but much banditry. I talked of La
Brong, Kun Bun, the Panchen Lama, of how the Tibetan Govern-
ment kmew we weré coming, ete, $aid how, although three men
were dead, I wasn't angry, but still must get to Lhasa, I
also grinned at whoever grimned alt me. The situation became
less tense. The Tibetan sent to me gave ralsins (ours which
someone had looted since this man was not one of the original
soldiers) to me and Vasili., Later he stealthily passed cther
raisins -to me making sure he was not seen, The Tibetans went
through their knowledge of English for me, lor (dollar),
eigaretts, salaam (salute) yes, no, etec. Time came to sleep.
We knew that we wounld not be allowed to sleep in the tent but
were not prepared for the spot they lead us to - a narrow
gully just wide enough for one person to lie in but long
encugh so that the two of us had room to lie 1n it. A better
place to kill us while we slept could hardly be conceived.,
It was a ready made grave, I doubt that either of us slept
more than a Tew minutes that night. Tibetans came to the site
continually throughout the night and we thought each and every
were our executors. Assumifg that they were to kill us only
because we mizht prove embarrassing to them and not because
they did net like us, I thought they would not shoot us until
we fell asleep., Therefore I let each group that approached our,
as I then thought, future grave, know that I was awake. I
actually tried to sleep. The image of Mac's peaceful face
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{(before the barsak episode) reappeared and my maln ambition
that night was to reach,without effort on my part and without
pain or preliminary fuss and fear, that state of bliss, . .Just
on the point of sleeping some time early in the morning an
explosion seemed to occur right within the gully. I thought
that was 1t and now to die, easily I hope. Then I heard the
whine of projectiles over head and knew that whatever it was
it had missed. One of the Tibetans had toye "Hith one .of- our
Chineie -.grenades, bad things to hava anythlﬁg to do with at -
any time.

The nexi morning we moved from the gully ntQ the Bun., ‘I
told the Tibetans that I wished an escort-on my immediate
trip to Lhasa, trying to make it appear that our going was ‘a
conclusion much foregone. I also showed them an indentiflca-
tion card with my portrait, Tibetans came and asked for ob-
jeets that morning and from the much more conslderate manner
in which we were handled, I presumed that the crisis was over,
that we would live and that we would go to Llhasa, I tried to
sleep. Merry laughter and execited voices were heard from the
hill zbove the camp where the Tibetans were examining and loot-
ing our goods, T thought it best not to interfere and after
the looting one of the men was sent with a letter to higher
authorities concerning us. We were Informed that we were to
leave in the morning. That night, although we oceupied the
same above-mentioned gully we slept well, Tibetans, especially
those not concerned with the affalr, have proved very sympathetic,
nice people.

#38 - May 1

Left #37 at about 0900 and traveled S along mountain slope
down valley untll about 1300. Snow flurry and wind in after-
noon. At this camp came across first tall (chi-chi) graze since
Timerlik. This 1s the only sign of it between Timerlik and
Shen Tsa. Ice for water.

#39 -~ May 2

Left #38 at approximately 0900 and traveled S8 3 hrs down
valley to W end of large EW Mgke, Lake was not frozen and
Vasili could not see Rastern end. Made steep dtsgggt of 200
feet to large river bottom with 20 yards of ft: water
in it, river runs from W to ® and must enter lake. Then made
guick ascent from river bottom up and over low ridge and then
slight ascent to small laks where at 1330 we made camp. Tibetan
ancampment, water, fuel, but no or little graze for camels.

Have made friends with our escort, (the leader Tserindorji, his
Mo, 1, a scldier, and a c1villan vho does the dirty work of

the camp. )
w SECRET



DECLASSIFIE

: Authority 9 T%q ﬁ

i By(fJ-nara Datem

SECURITY ; w SEGRET _ :
- . g .
£40 - May 3

"Left #39 at 0900, traveled % hrs. S up wide valley and
over low range of nills to W end large Iake (Vasili could not
see eastern end}., Tibetan encampment on NW end, Went. arou_nd
end of lake.gnd then SE along S shore of'lake for o
then SW’ overlhills on § border of. lake

: alley ‘to 1500 when . made'c“_p- anp—
ment . along bank of stream. Grazé poor,” T . “a
- messenger from Lhasa arrived. Tserindorji rerused to let us
. ge¢ him and appeared worried when he re-entered the tent, That
night he asked 1f I would write a letter to Lhasa absolving
him of any blame in the ineident. This I promised to do. He
decided to make it to Shen Tsa in two rather than four days
gince the orders from Lhaga were to bring us as qulckly as
pessible from point of contact to Shen Tssa. ;

It was today that we determined that the three round balls
in the sack packed in the camel in front were the heads of our
recent friends, The dead camel's head was also carrled on the
same camel on the other side, Heads are golng to Lhasa with

us,
Al - May Lt

Left Camp #O at 0500 and traveled 8 3 hrs up valley to
base of long range where we made first contact with main bedy
of Lhasa messengers, and our planned to be welcomers, bearing
red flag, Thus it was a matter of five days too soon or too
laté, according to the point of view, that determined that three
men should die and one should he wounded rather than all of us
receiving a royal weleome., T identified myself. Here is the
first of many times that I was offered an opportunity by
Tibetan officlals to kill Tserindorji We went over pass and
descended half way down to EW wvalley which was bordered to 5
and SW by two wvery high snow-covered mountains. Here at spring
and Tibetan sncampment we stopped for two hours for tea, Here
met more Tibetan officlals. s

#42 - May 1

Left #:1 and went 5E & dowm valley and then 35E on wide
plain in which were many shallow streams now with but Little
water, and then ascended and descended long slope and small
ridge. Here we met a stream which had just made a right angle
turn from & to W to a W to T direction of flow. . Went S upstream
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for three hours until at 1900 made camp at Tibetan encamp-
ment, .

#43 - ‘May §

Left #+2 at 0600 and praceeded S up valley. Stresm
becomes marsh and at places frozen lakes as we went higher and
higher._qﬁfter-ﬁ hrs stopped at Tibetan encampment for lunch,

il -'.:'.Magr 5 i ; 3

Left #:3 at 1300 and again proceeded § up valley. After:
2 hrs. came to Tibetan encampment, Here caravan stopped, The
Bambo Ritbin (Co. General) of area who 1ives at Shen Tsa had '
come to meet us with candy, sugar, good will and good rice.
We camped here for day. Here I was not only given opportunity
to shoot Tserindorji but until I sald no, Tibetan officer of
Robin wanted to shoot him that night as we slept.

#45 - May 6

Left #+4 at 0700 and proceeded S up valley for hr and then
3 for hr up steep mountain., From here Shentsa presents itself
28 group of mud houses In enclosures and small temple, To S
of valley in which Shen Tsa 1s located is a very high snow- .
covered range, Also to far N and far E. Descent here extremely
precipltous. WVasili's leg had been troubling him very much for
last two days and descent kept him in great pain, Within two
hrs. a4 ~degscent of over 3000 feet was made . By 1200 we were
in Shen Tsa. Here we were put in the guest house of one of the
Dzong officials, This is the first bullding and hcme I have
entered since leaving the Consulate grounds at Urumchi, We are
treated very well by cur host. :

May 7

Army officer has gone to Shigarhung Jung to bring back
looted articles, Heads of three deceased are gofng with him
toe be buried with bodies., Camel head still to go to Lhasa, -

1

May 8 &

Tserindor]ji on way to Lhasa to report. We must wait until
letter from Lhasa arrives before proceeding further.

May 11
Army officer who had gone to Shigarhung Lung returnad with

most of cur artieles including the gold. For his cut most of
the clothing of deceased and many things no longer of use
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were given him, The soldier under Tserindorjd's command who
had accompanied us was given the second serles.of 40 across
the bare buttock today., Tibetan officials greatly incensed
at lodting after incident and I was asked to wilness, Man
is laid flest on ground with BTM-skyward in this ceremony.
Two -officers whip from both sides, I must admit that I

‘time helore arhy P 1 lowni: Th
all the punishment he wil e, Opinion here 1s that =
Tserindorji will be beheaded -in Lhasa, 7TI:will stop this 1f
possible but will not objeet if he also gelts a taste of the
lash. Also am golng to try%to arrange it se that he gives.me
three gnod,rr“taﬁé on stone floor. I have béen brought to 'my
knees but onée ard the person wWho caused i1t must reply in
k¥ind with interest. ' 3

May 12

Although we knew neither the frequencles or the call
letters used between Mac and the two staticns we had been con-
tacting, we tried to make contact. The 1ist of frequencles
and call letters Mac gave me in Barkol fo use in case of
smopgency seemed outdated, It at least was not in use by the
other stations during May when we attempted radio contaety fir
by attempting to break in on the other statlions on thelr send-
ing frequency and later by using all the erystals found in the
tool kit box. A1l te no avall and when hoth stations went off
the air on or about the thenty-ehd of May (6 day of WTibetan
menths), we discontinued our attempt to make radic contact.

6th Day of Y4th Tibetan Month -

Tserindorji returned from Lhasa today accompanied by
Dr. Lahsunyarpil and snother Tibhetan soldier. The good doctor
has a slight command of the English language. It was very
pleasant To hear his words of salutation, "Good morning. How
are you?" Vasili's wound, ad@ording to the deoetor, is healing
well but slowly. Tomorrow he is to give him peniecillin
injections. I think the wound is healing slowly because, due
to the high altitnde, there iz not a great deal of oxygen in
his blood.

The Lhasa Government, Forelgn Bureaun, sent me a letter
with the doctor stating their regrets concerning the incident,
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They alsc gent some food, Ineluding jam and canned fruit This
is the first such food I have eaten since léaving Urumehi,

. The military commander, Bambo Rubbn, and sll slx soldlers
who took part in the sheooting are to report to Lhasa., It
loocka ¥ery bad for them. I will try to help them, especlally
Ruben who has besn wvary nice to us. ;

Expeot to leave. for Lha'.-aa within four‘daf,‘"s,

A y i Z\
Gn lzth /Seccnd officer dispatched o' area of 1ncident ]
returned to $hen Tsa with most of the articles that had been
missing. However, Vasili's 10-oz. of gold still not found.
12th was Puddhist holiday and we were guests of Rubeén Gushi
(Bomba Rub#n),
! . :
Vasili, Doctor, soldier and I left Shen Tsa for Lhasa on
morning of 29th, Vasili's wound is nearly well but he is still
being carried on six-man stretcher., Leaving Shen Tsa went ESE
for 3 hrs and then ENE for three hours. In general fellowed
stream which runs through Shentsa and then to Kyaring Tso but
when stream and valley faake right angle furn from ESE to ENE
three hours from Shen Tga trail goes over mountain., &8 to East
of stream three hours later., After crossing stream we proceeded
INE for two hours, erossing low hills to East of stream and
then descending into valley with stream and smell (I x 1 ki1)
lake on southend., Here, 1 mile or so INE of Lake made campg.
Camp all set up before we arrived. Doector had informed people
of our intended route to Lhasa and tims of departure from Shen
Taa and thus all in readiness, Stretcher arrived about three
hours later. Snowed at night. :

#47 - May 30

Left camp #46 at 0700 a.m. elevation 15,800', Traveled

5 hrg FNE up valley and over mountaln range, elevation at pass

7007, Then BEast three houirs down mountain to high valley
ané up-valley to Eastern end, c¢rossing river in process. At
1300 mde camp #4+7 elevatio 16,200’. Vasili arriving at
1730, Tomerrow he shall either ride a camel or stretcher will
carried by 4 yaks. Saowed during trip., There has been no fcod
for camels aince we left Bhen Tea and I was forced to abandon
the bull this morning., Tibetans promised fo bring him food and
if he liwes he will proceed slowly te Lhasa., Stay at Shen Tsa
has greatly sapped camel's strength, They have all lost wool -
some as mueh as fourth, Country is just turning green and
might, by fall, contain enough grass to keep camels going.
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_ This is long road to Lhasa from Shen Tsa, Short road
goes over mountains to Siand SE of Shen Tsa by one animal moun-
‘tain pass, TLong road by which we must go because of Vaslli
takes ten days. Short road six or five,

: 4

- Teft #47 0630 and traveled East up Valley and stream for
two hours, -then south up seme stream for 2 hrs, then where | -
vallég;@ﬂé_strﬁam fork took left-hand fork te;éﬂg'other-forkfh);
West reaching camp at 1130, Planned to only have tea here but
no change of horses and no preparation made shead of us so we
will stay here rest of day making 1 1/2 days's march tomorrow.
No graze for camels but people have brought some hay for them,
Female ecamel's feet have gone bad again and she will prbbably
be left behind, Vasill rode some today with no noticeable bad
effects on leg. Elevation 16,700'.

#49 - June.l

Left #:8 at 0630 traveling E upstream on slope of hills
west of stream for four hrs then, still following stream,
turned to 8E and traveled 1 hr reaching Tibetan encampment and
nearly at head of wvalley. Will stop here for tea and then
eross hills to ESE valley. surrounded by hills except to NW.
Elevation 16,%00'. .

‘#50 = ﬂ;‘m‘ 6‘_..1-

Left #49 at 1330 travelad 2 hrs SE up valley then 1 hr E
over pass (el 17,650). To NW of pass is 1 x 1 1/2 xil lake
(still frozen) - Nyenchentangla and Range seen from pass, Then
followed stream 2 hrs, except for cutting over mnose of hill to
Ng of stream, to valley and cncampment. Elevation of #50,
16,700,

#51 - Tune 2

Left #50 at 0715 and traveled SE just over low hills
enclosing #503then dowm wall with stream, then up very slight
rise to drop 3 or 4% hundred feet to bed of box canyon and stream,
Here made camp (TC) at 1300, E1 16,750' Nyenchentangla to E
and Range to SE covered Wiéh Snow,

#52 w1

Left #51 at 1430 and leaving valley which here runs south
went SE for one hr over mnose of rahge to left valley and then
b hrs SE down valley crossing large stream several times. After
2 1/2 hrs 2nd valley from scuth opens ocut on SE-NW wvalley. A
this point ever Guorila (Gueori Mt.) to Zamsa. We continue SE,
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Nyencherfiangla to SE 5 hrs after leaving #51 made camp at NW

side of river flowing from above-mentioned North to South
valley, Time 1945, E1 16,100' (IC), tea and cookies.
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Left #52 at 0830 and traveled due E until 131% where made
camp #53. Crossed to SE side of river (100 ft wide, 1 to =
2 1/2 £t deep,rapid flow, blggest flowlhg body of waler 'since’
perhaps’ stream from B to W lake at Azik Batar Kel area) and
kept to NE slope of hills graduelly leaving stream. A% 1130
abreastof SW shore of Nam Tso, At camp #53 lake 1s only

about 2 kil. to N in dilstance, Camels eating brush again for
first time since we left Meng Bulak, Brush is low (never more
than 1 £t tall) and reddish black without leaves. Tibet

name Pierna, Will stop here today to feed and rest camels,

El 16,200°'. ;

#5% =55 - Jugetp

Left 53 at 1430 and arrived at #55 at 1655. Altitude
at #54 16,200 same from whieh Nyenchentanela had pileture taken.
El #55 16,150, E1 Nam Tso 16,050. From #53 to #55 have
followed along south shore of Nam Tso (fresh) crossing the nose
of nine ridges Tuming from mt. to lake, Tenth ridge we went
around on ledge above lake and then to lake shore. In valleys
between ridges are streams of varylng size. Some crossable
in fact by hopping from stone to stone, Some 30 ft. wide and
1 £t deep, Valley #10 is about 2 miles wide and contains 3
strrams, MWany Kulan seen, Snow-covered mt no more than 4 miles
to 8 and SW. Many flowers, 1 large (l-inch at mouth 2 in. long)
lavendar, looks like cross bhetween orchilid and snapdragon, 1
small (1/2 inch mouth)yellow but same snap as lavendar and sage.
Tibetan name Song Kangba.

- Jane

Left #5959 at 0615. Traveled 30°N of E &t hrsadlong allnvial
plains croseing Y gireams then croszsed hose of ridge and
descended to wide valley and recommencement of alluvial plains,
Here at 1115 (snow-covered p ﬁks to 8) made Camp #%56. Left
#56 at 1230 traveling along Elain and very low ranges, Crossed
three streams and camped at Lth at 1620, Snow-capped pealks due
east, Bnd of lake to North and highest of snow-capped peals
about 5° N of B, On leaving #5956 traveled 30° K of E but
radually turned more and more I until by time of arrival at
#57 rode due East. E1 at #56 16,100 -~ El1 at #57 16,350,
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#58 - Fune d

Left #57 at (sprinkled today) 0700 and erossed stream then
nose of high hill and then head of broad valley which merges
with plain to north shore of Nam Tso. Crossed fo slope of
hills to Bast of valley and then proceeded south over mt. to
Lakin pass (ElL 17,200'). Crossed pass in about 3 hrs. Then
descended steep w{nding valley in general southerly direction.

" At 1400 arrived at Dam (E1 14,800 Lowest since Pirene Pass,
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Left #58 at 0330 and traveled SW down valley, then over -
low range and into 2nd valley. In middle of 2nd are a few
low hills, To south of hills is home of Ba Dzong magistrate
and ve made #59 at 1300. Given empgg barren house which soon
changed under threats of Lobsunyarfil and Pihdsada@rji., Left
#59_at 1630 and after precarious crossing (sprinkled today)
of 100 x 2 ft, turbulent stream arrived at 2045 at #60. #60
at head of 2nd valley, El 15,125.' (Notes for map - Nyenchentanela
to NW Sharno is nat dam at foot of LuckinBa., Ba Dzong. o
Sl TG Tnmnen oo el ten 2linerzimo.  Dashi Tonggin
Gomba). (Note to National Geographic:- Dzong - Mag. district. la -
pass or mt,)} . :

#1 -~ June _§

Left #60 2t 0800, Rained during nizht and at 0700 in
morning reached top of pass (L1 15900), Sprinkled on road. Pass
exactly opposite Nyenchentangla. One river comes down 1/2 way
slope of NC and L where it separates 1 to NE and 1 to SW. Con-
tinmed SW to Zamsr, arriving ot 1400, Ruben Gusho and six
scldiers were met here on way to Lhasa. He'had crossed Guarila

to our north. EL 15,450'. Paotai 3rd N hill E Zamsa on side
river. =

#62 - Tune @

Left #61 0700 traveling down river. Immediately before
leaving Zamssr crossed stone bridge only after one camel fell
in drink and much difficulty.m, Camel fished out. At El 14,500
rye planted, Dejin Dzong E1 1%,100 and planted either to rye
or peas, Trees appear at 1h,259. Crossed 2nd bridge about
1 1/2 hrs from Dejin Dzong. Arrived at Dejin Dzong at 1250,
Wi1ll eat eggs if shock is not too great.

#63 - June 9=

Left #62 at 1h45 and arrived at Ma (#63) at 1745. Ma is
name of white flower., Here met employee of Indian Mission and
Fereign Office cook. Will eat roast chicken tonight. Eggs
were good. Heavy rain just before arriving Ma. Received
letter from Richardson of Indian Mission., Will meel Deishu
Gusho, interpreter of Foreien Offics famewmnecsr Beom-—-t-- 0
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with a hlack tree dye, some only under -eyes, ther_on Side of
wnosetanﬂ some a5 wide streaks on.the face. Td
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Rained ‘heavily during early morning. Left #63 at 0815 -
and errived at Nhantaiat 1215. As with #63, #64 is tent in k
grove of yillow and poplar., Ride and camp both extremely
pleasant, -Girls from Dejin and Lhasa decorate their faeces

00 f't 1ower than Ma.

Lert #6# same time and arrived at snall village 6 miles
from Lhasa one hour before dark. Rained like hell in late
afternoon and I rode ahead of rest of party. ‘Met Tse Gung, my
official interpreter and Henrig Harrer, Austrian, “just before
arriving, Presdnted me, among other things “Tibetan clothes,
Left at 0600 next morning and, after coffee at British Consulate
(Indian Mission), came to h03§§$§repared by Foreign Bureau. Chinese
Communist delegates here tmt not succeeded as yet. Good
to be here - Oh God., Log will not be kept for rest of journsy.
Thousands have been over Lhasa-Kalimpong road,
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